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It is surely an intriguing paradox that in an expanding environment of state medical services a private army of trained unpaid volunteers should be flourishing. The medical profession is the invaluable catalyst between the two systems-both working in the interests of mankind. The stirring story of the oldest active order of chivalry in Christendom, an organization trained by doctors to implement the work of doctors, contains many glorious pages; one hopes that with the continuing much appreciated support of the medical profession and of many people in many lands, yet more glorious pages will be written in the future.
Digressions around a Medal G. GRAMICCIA British Medical_Journal, 1973, 4, 724-725 I bought the medal illustrated opposite because it was ingenuously attractive; a good portrait of Napoleon "empereur et roi" on the one face, and on the other a robust Aesculapius with the staff and the snake holding a naked Venus with a protective arm, a pathetic little cow on the left, and on the right a "stylet" and an ampoule containing presumably "la vaccina. The basis for the final solution of the smallpox problem was there, and this time without risk either to the person or to the community. Clearly Napoleon, anxious for the health of his people and above all of his soldiers, could not remain indifferent to this great discovery which, interestingly enough, broke through a number of political barriers of the day. The Duke de la Rochefoucauld-Liancourt, who had taken refuge in England from the French Revolution, returned to France in 1800 and became an apostle of the English discovery, the result of which he had witnessed. It was from Paris that the method of vaccination spread to Rotterdam, Genoa, Brunswick, Kiel, Berlin, Madrid, Sweden ... through doctors who had come to see the effect of the vaccine in Paris; and from Spain, through Dom Balmis, surgeon to King Charles IV of Spain, it spread to the Canaries, the Antilles, Mexico and Guatemala, South America the Philippines, and China. For those long distances the only way of keeping the vaccine alive and effective was to embark on a boat a number of children sufficient to permit a series of successive vaccinations by contact between one child, as soon as cowpox developed, and the next, so that on arrival there would *A recognition of Voltaire's "universality" of outlook in such matters is the letter that Catherine the Great wrote to him in 1768 about the smallpox problem in St. Petersberg. Voltaire advised her to undergo variolation, and she duly summoned Dr. Thomas Dimsdale from England to perform this operation on herself and some of her subjects. For this she made Dimsdale a baron and gave him £12,000 outright, with a life pension of £500.
be one with an active cowpox pustule for use in spreading the vaccine. Twenty-two children were used for taking the vaccine from Corunna (Spain) to South America, and 26 more to carry it from there to the Philippines and China.
In The Emperor acquiesced.
